
FSA 101:  Information and Tips  

& 

Policy 6000.1 

Asistencia en español será ofrecida si es necesario.   

Title I 



 What does FSA mean and when will FSA take place? 

 

 When is the EOC and when will EOCs take place? 

 

 What is Primary Testing and when it will take place? 

 

 What is Portfolio Testing and will it take place? 

 

 What is on the tests? 

 

 Sample Items and Test Taking Tips 

 

 Resources 

 

 Course Recovery 

 

 Student Progression Policy 6000.1 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 The Florida Standards Assessment (FSA) measures 

student achievement of the Florida Standards in 

reading, mathematics, and science. 



 All Florida public school students in grades 3 – 8 are 
required to take the FSA. 
• Grade 3:  reading and math 

• Grade 4:  reading, math, and writing 

• Grade 5:  reading, math, writing, and science 

• Grade 6: reading, math, and writing 

• Grade 7: reading, math, writing, and civics 

• Grade 8: reading, math, writing, and science 

 

FSA/FCAT will be taken during the weeks of March 3-May 8. 
 

 



 March 3- March 13, 2015 

 March 31st – April 10, 2015 

  April 13 – May 8, 2015 

 April 13 – April 17, 2015 

 



 March 3- March 13, 2015 

 April 13 – May 8, 2015 

 April 13 – April 17, 2015 

 



 April 20- May 15, 2015 

 April 20– May 8, 2015 

 





Level 

 

Success with Challenging Content of 

Next Generation State Standards 

 

Proficient? 

 

5 Mastery of the most challenging content 
 

Yes 

4 Above satisfactory level of success 
 

Yes 

3 Satisfactory level of success 
 

Yes 

2 Below satisfactory level of success 
 

No 

1 Inadequate level of success 
 

No 





Editing Task Choice 

Editing Task 

Hot Text 

Open Response 

Multiselect 

Evidence-Based Selected Response 

Graphic Response Item Display 

Multimedia 

















1. “Prove” your answer with supporting facts and details. 

2. Summarize the story, pausing every now and then to review 

what was read rather than waiting until the end of the story. 

3. Look for main idea in the first sentence or last sentence of 

the paragraph. 

4. Use the maps, graphs, charts, and illustrations in the 

selection to help you. 

5. Use context clues to help you figure out word meanings. 

6. Look for answers to questions based on the sequence, or 

order of events/information, of the passage. 

7. Read as much as possible and keep a dictionary nearby. 

8. Look for KEY WORDS. 

9. Question Answer Relationship (QAR) 

 













Editing Task Choice 
Editing Task 
Hot Text 
Open Response 
Multiselect 
Graphic Response Item Display 
Equation Editor 
Matching Item 
Table Item 



Varies depending on grade level 

http://www.fsassessments.org/wp-

content/uploads/2014/06/Mathemat

ics-Test-Design-Summary-–-Updated-

11-12-14.pdf  
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Grades 7 & 8 will use a scientific calculator 

Grade 8 Science-will receive a reference 

sheet and a 4-function calculator 

 5th-8th-all require headphones for the ELA 

section 

 













1. Always read math problems completely before 

beginning calculations. 

2. Draw a picture that will help you solve the problem. 

3. Do not stay “stuck” on any particular problem; 

choose the answer you think is best. Then go on 

with the rest of the test. 

4. Always double check your work if there is time. 

5. Ask yourself if your answer makes sense. 

6. Don’t be afraid to use your fingers if it will help. 

7. Continue to work on I-Ready Math.  

http://www.i-ready.com/ 
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All activities in a student’s science 

education should be based on science 

as inquiry. We believe that at all grade 

levels should have the opportunity to use 

science inquiry to develop the ability to 

think, question, plan ,conduct 

investigations, use appropriate tools and 

techniques. 

 



   You can help your children turn curiosity into an 
understanding of science by encouraging your child to ask 
questions, make predictions, and explore in a safe 
environment. This support helps them become successful 
students and scientific thinkers. 

 

 Use Pinnacle as a tool.  View your child’s grades weekly.  
If they perform poorly on a Unit Test, use the online 
Science Resources to review the lessons in the Unit.  

  



   Children learn by doing. They try new ideas 
and challenge old ones. But learning does 
not just happen in school. You can help your 
child learn by providing him or her with 
safe, interesting learning experiences in a 
supportive atmosphere.  

 

 Many of the lessons in our Science Fusion 
textbook are hands on investigations.  
Choose one and get ready to predict, 
conduct investigations, and draw conclusions 
with your child. 

 









1. Review and study digital lessons covered in our Science Fusion 

curriculum through Think Central.  Students have access to the 

same resources we use in class.  Students can review notes from 

virtual labs and even conduct the same virtual labs at home with 

you.  

 

2. Have students review their science journal including notes, 

vocabulary definitions, and lab reports for each unit covered. 

 

3. Practice Test taking skills on www.fcatexplorer.com and review 

lessons from our Measuring Up resource book for 5th graders and 

8th graders. 

 

4. During conversations, instead of giving your child an answer, ask 

what his/her prediction is.  For example:  What do you think is 

going to happen? 

 

 

http://www.fcatexplorer.com/


Having said that, here are  

some useful suggestions. 

Don’t panic. We’ve been working 
hard all year, for the FSA and 
BEYOND.  
 

There is no “cramming” for the 
FSA.  



1. Actively participate in all subjects. 

2. Ask questions for clarification. 

3. Complete all class and homework 

assignments. 

4. Be aware of time and use it wisely. 

5. Be motivated to learn. 

6. Do their best every day! 
 



• Instruction based on Florida Standards 

• Small group push-in or pull-out tutoring 

• Target Tutoring 

• FSA Prep Books 

• I-Ready (Grades 3-8) 

• FCAT Explorer for Science 

• Test Taking Strategies 

 

 

 



 It’s good to be concerned about doing well 
on a test; however, test anxiety refers to 
excessive worry about doing well on a test.  

  

 Excessive worry can actually interfere with 
a student’s ability to demonstrate what they 
know. 

  

 Students know the FSA is an important test 
and they are concerned with doing well.   



1. Begin studying early and review study material more than once. 
• Cramming increases anxiety and interferes with clear thinking. 
 
2. Resting, exercising, and eating well are important before the 

test.  
• Try a hot breakfast and peppermint. 
• Send snacks like cheese, apples, and peanut-butter crackers. 

 
3. Review important test skills such as:  
• bubbling in and erasing carefully  
• looking for key words in questions 
• reading all the choices before selecting one  
• not spending too much time on any one question 
• answering all the questions (no penalty for  trying) 

 
 

 

 
 

 

To help your child avoid test anxiety 
follow the tips below: 



1. Encourage and Praise! 

2. Regular attendance is a must! 

3. Create a quiet, comfortable place to study at home. 

4. Provide books, children’s magazines, and other materials 

for your child to read at home. 

5. Balance recreation and study time. 

6. Take advantage of tutoring. 

7. Go on websites that help them prepare for the FSA: 

• www.i-ready.com 

8. Practice reading when they have free time. 

9. Learn multiplication tables 0 to 12.  

10. Learn FSA reading, science and math vocabulary. 
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1. Don’t be too anxious about a child’s test 

scores.   

• It is not the only option and there are many other 

things that can determine a child’s abilities. 

 

2. Don’t be late or rushed on test days! 

 

3. Don’t skip breakfast! 

 

4. Don’t forget glasses. 



Pupil Progression Plan 









A student may be promoted to grade 4 if 
the student demonstrates mastery in one 
of several ways: 

 Students must score at a Level 2 or higher on the 
Grade 3 reading portion of FSA 

 A student may demonstrate reading skills equal to 
or above FSA Level 2 performance through the 
Grade 3 Reading Student Portfolio 

 







ESE = Exceptional Student Education 
ELL = English Language Learners 
 
ESE program students can be retained; however typically 
after one year of retention, a student in the ESE 
program is promoted for good cause if the disability 
adversely affects the child’s learning progress.  This is 
determined by the IEP Committee. 
 
ELL program students cannot be retained solely on 
limited language proficiency.  Students in the ELL 
program for less than two years must have retention 
determined by the ELL Committee. 



Middle 

School 

Grade 

Language Arts Math Social Studies Science 
Total 

Credits 

6th Grade 1 credit 1 credit 1 credit 1 credit 4 credits 

7th Grade 1 credit 1 credit 1 credit 1 credit 4 credits 

8th Grade 1 credit 1 credit 1 credit 1 credit 4 credits 

Total 

Credits 
3 credits 3 credits 3 credits 3 credits 12 credits 



During school year 2014-15, all seventh grade 

students will take an End-of-Course (EOC) 

exam in Civics. The result of this test will 

count as 30% of the student’s Civics grade. 

 Beginning with school-year 2014-15, all 

students must pass the EOC in Civics for as a 

requirement for promotion to high school 

(F.S. 1008.22). 

 

 

 

 



 Any student meeting the criteria to pass a core class 

in grades 6-8 will be enrolled in course recovery 

 A student earns points (A = 4; B = 3; C = 2; D = 1; F = 

0) for the letter grade achieved in each marking 

period (i.e., quarter) of a middle school course. A 

passing grade for a full year will be computed based 

upon the student earning four points in the course.  

EXAMPLE:  

7th Grade Math II Class 

1st Quarter – C = 2 points 

2nd Quarter – D = 1 point 

3rd Quarter – F = 0 point 

4th Quarter – D = 1 point 

 

 

 

 



 Any middle school student not passing one of 

the four core class in grade 6th – 8th will be 

enrolled in Somerset Virtual School  

 Students will need to score a 60% or higher 

to pass the class 

 The online class is accessible from any 

computer which has internet access 



• March-May-  FSA/FCAT 

• May/June- Results  

• May/June- Alternative Assessments administered and scores 

• June- Retention/promotion determined 

• Summertime- 3rd grade summer reading camp and 8th grade 
course recovery as alternative promotion options offered at a 
district school (TBD) 

• Florida Virtual School (FLVS)- also an option 

 

RETENTION/PROMOTION: 

    All final promotion determinations are made by the 
principal based on Policy 6000.1 and hold true in all 
Broward County Public and Charter Schools. 

 



1. www.somersetwm.com 

2. Fsassessments.org 

3. http://www.i-ready.com 

4. http://www.brainchild.com/gen/usmap.asp - online 
assessment 

5. http://www.broward.k12.fl.us/sbbcpolicies/index.asp  

6. http://getsmarter.org/iln/index.html - math and science 
practice 

7. www.FLStandardsHelp.com 

8. www.fldoe.org 
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 Please don’t forget to sign-in 

 Any Questions??? 

 

Contact Information 

Shannine Sadesky-Principal 

ssadesky@somersetwm.com 

Anthony Marucci-Assistant Principal 

amarucci@somersetwm.com 

Patricia Boiteux– Curriculum Specialist 

pboiteux@somersetwm.com 
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